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In conjunction with the Clovis Downtown Revitalization
Program the City of Clovis, located in east-central New
Mexico, seeks to improve the City's streetscapes. The
City's goals for streetscape improverments include:

Creating a unified appearance

Improving the downtown’s image

Creating a unigue environment

Improwving storm water drainage with an

underground systerm

Creating an atmosphere for sociability

Establishing the downtown as a “third”

destination after homs and work

« Making people feel welcome

= Guiding folks downtown with “gateways”

s Siphoning traffic off the highway and onto
hain Street

= Capturing the local shopping market with
a pleasurable shopping experence

= Crealing "public spaces on the sidewalk

« [Increasing perception of safety with adeguate
and accessible uliities

« Correcting a deteriorated infrastructure
Matching private investmeant with pubiic

IMvestment
= Creating a fertile ervironment for business
recruitmment

To guide such strestscape iImprovermeants, the City of
Clowvis and the Clovis Downtown Rewvitalization program
asked Sites Southwest to develop a Conceptual Street-
scape Master Plan for the downtown portion of Main
Stresat from 1st to 8th Streats that reflects both the goals
stated above and addresses the following elements:

Existing streetscape elements o remain:
Brick street paving (from 4th to 8th Streets)
Trees (for shade, greeneny, softening)
Diagonal parking (1st through Gth Sireats)
FPocketl park

- & & &

Existing strestscape elements that should be rmodified:

»  Multi level sidewalks

« Flood zone designation (Beyond the scope of this
conceptual plan)

Mew streatecape aelameants 1o add where appropriate:
» Handcapped ramps and access

Sidewalks on side strests

Pedestrian and vehicle lighting

Grass and landscaping

Seating pods—shade, bench, trash receptacie,
planter, and newspaper racks

Event space/greenspace

Striping

Signage
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Area Overview
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Located in the Southem High Flains, the overall land-

scape of Clovis is flat and high with endless views of a
wide blue skies and gently rolling farmland broken by
raliroad fracks and accented by beautiiul sunsets and
clear star-filled nights.

The histoncal contaxt of downtown Clovis includes
mary examples of both Southwest art-deco style and
Mission style architecture. There are a number of brick
commercial buildings and broad brick paved sireets as
wall. Local institutions inciude the Burington Norhem
and Santa Fe Ralways, nearby Cannon Air Force Base,
the County Seat, and various retail and healthcare insti-
tutions.

The current positive perception of downtown Clovis, the
City's “living room”, is that it provides a central location
for banks, city and law offices, long term institutions,
high quality ratall and restaurants, theaters, and cultural
avents, While the Downtown's proximity to a major
highway allows for easy access, it is the unigua, historic

charactler of the buildings, well-maintained brick streets,

and convenian! storefront parking that spark interast in
the walkable downtown, Flaces such as the Hotel
Clovie {(which, if improved, has potential as a significant
landmark) and the railroad district provide a senae of
continuity with the past, an embodiment of histonc de-
velopment, and a skeleton for future improverments.

Phylla Eileen Sanks

Prgic by

While there are some sirest frees located in the down-
town, the negative perception of the area is that it lacks
both greenery and continuaty, that it is generally unat-
rractive and quite dated-looking. There (s a sense that
the downtown "looks ke an area that nobody loves™
because there are few people on the streets, there are
deteriorated sidewalks, boarded buildings, blowing
frash, no places to sit, no parks, few displays of pnde of
ownership, and no safely or accessibility fealures such
as adequate pedestrian ighting, level sidewalks and
access ramps. Addbonally, the downlown lacks both a
histonc preservabion code and incentves for commeer-
cial development so develepment and improvements
ternd to be spotty with detenorated buildings next to re-
habilitated ones.

Furthermore, the perception is that there ara few new
developments such as restaurants to bring life into the
cistrict. In their 2003 "Clovis Downtown Revitalization”
report, students and faculty at the Design and Planning
Assistance Center of the University of New Mexico sug-
gest avanesty of just such new development projects.
Thess potential projects, including plans for nightclubs,
restaurants, offices, loft-atyle apartrments, improved fa-
gades and signage for both historic and new buildings,
and a redesign of the farmers’ market, railvard area,
arnd opan space & public event areas, could all help to
greatly re-enargize the Downtown,
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“Downtown “Revitalization
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Through streetscape improvements and a focus
on downiown revitalization, the City of Clovis and
the Clowvis Downtown Revitalization Program
hope to create a downtown that iz a welcoming
place for all pecple, the cultural hub of the com-
munity and vital heart of the City.

They emvision the downtown as the place where
local history is preserved and reflected to the
community at-large and to visitors., Downtown
buildings can be restored to their original state
and theaters restored and made active, allowing
the past to be alive in the present, and making
downtown Clovis a real historic district, without
appearing contrived.

Unique aspects of the City's character, such as
sophisticated countrywestern aspects of the
community, can be reflected in the assthetic
character of the downlown area. Shops, reslau-
rants, and commencial ventures can enhance the
teeling of a comioriable hormetown with an arthul,
relaxed ervironment. The overall effect can be
that downtown Clovis is seen as a place with
broad appeal and fnendly service where people
of all ages corme 1o shop, dine, relax, soccalize,
and participate in cormmunity life.

Ideally, Clovia will be perceived as a desirable,
pedestrian-friendly destination city with Hotel
Clovis as the flagship of the area, a bustling, vi-
brant railroad district, high occupancy of historic
buildings, omnipresant greenary and flowers,
clean, well-maintained, shady streats with a wel-
coming, unifying streetscape with adeguate
parking, and ample "soit" public spaces, cutdoor
seating and ealing opportunities,
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Streetscape ‘Design — Street “Design Options
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Ihere are several strest design options that could be utilized
to achieve the City's goals for streetscape improverneants
along Main Street. The following discussion offera pros and
cons for three possible street designs options and makes a
recommandation for the one best suited to the City of Clovis,

Boulevard Concapt

In this streetscape design concept, the combination of paral
lel parking spaces separated by planting islands and a triple
sat of planted medians would allow for the creation of a ex-
cegtiocnally grean, weall shaded streetscape. Narrow traffic
lanes would encourage drivers to proceed slowly, enhanaing
safety and comifort for pedestrians. However, this concept
requires the use of parallel parking spaces which are harder
for drivers to enter and exit than angled parking spaces. In
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addibon, the overall number of parking spaces avalable in
the downtown core would be greatly reduced with this layout

Central Plaza Concept

With a2 central plaza design a wide median could be lined
with a double row of rees and seating pods with benches,
lights, and flower beds along a bnck paved walkway con-
necting to crosswalks with specialty paving. With parking
spaces and trees located on both sides of each drive lane,
this concept provides a great deal of shade as well as mone
total parking spaces than the boulevard concept. Howewver,
a emooth flow of raffic may be disrupted if drivers becorme
confused by parallel parking spaces placed in an unfamiliar
layout on the opposite side of the traffic lane.

. 1
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Continuous Median Concept

With this design, the combination
of a wide planted median and
angled parking spaces fronted
by planting islands would allow
for the creation of a very grean,
well shaded sireetscape.

Additionally, an angled parking
layout allows for a smooth flow
of traffic by making it easy for
drivers to locate and enter
available parking spaces.

Marmow traffic lanes would
encourage drivers to procead
slowly, enhancing safety and
comiorn for padesirians

Compared to a parallel parking
leyoul, an angled parking layout
significantly increases the overall
number of parking spaces. A
drawback for drivers, however, is
that exiting from angled parking
spaces can be somewhat more
difficult than exiting from paraliel
parking spaces. Reducing the
angle of the parking space layout
(e.g. from 45 degrees o 22.5 or
=20 degrees) can help to lessen
this difficulty by allowing for a
better view and angle of entry
imto the flow of raflic
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Streetscape ‘Qesign — Recommended Street Lesign Option
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Thirty Degree Angled Parking Concept

Az described above, a continuous median with an angled

parking space lavout can provide a balanced solution for

parking in Downtown Clovis for the following reasons:

« A wide, planted median & parking iglands will allow for
the creation of a greaen, shady streeiscape;

& Marrow lanes will slow the speed of traffic and make
the streat more pedestnian-friendly;

= Angled parking allows for more spaces than parallel
parking;

« Angled spaces are easier (o pull into than parallel spaces.

Cumrantly, angled parking already exists on Main Street and
iz arranged in a forty-five dagrea layout. While a forty-five
dagree parking layout allows for a great number of parking
spaces to be placed within a given area, it requires a some-
what wider drive lane which, in turn, reduces the size of the
median. In addition, parking spaces st at forty-five degrees
can be more difficult to exit than those set at a lessar angle.

| Thirty Degree Angled Parking with Continuous Median

Tha ideal parking layout should allow for Bolh a wide median,
a good number of parking spaces per block, and ease of en-
try fexit. An angled parking layout with spaces set at a very
shallow twenty-two-and-a-half degrees would allow for a
very wide median and great ease of exil. Unfortunately, it
would also substantially reduce the number of parking
spaces par block (a 45 degree layout provides 46 spaces
per 350" average block versus only 26 spaces per block for
22.5 degree parking.)

Therefora, a thirty degree angled parking layout is proposad
and recommended as an ideal compromise. A modarataly
shallow angle of thirty degrees allows for all the advantages
of an angled parking layout (ease of parking, a narrow dnve
lane, and wide, green median), but still provides 34 spaces
per 350" long block (B more spaces per block than with 22.5
degree parking layout and significantly more than with any
type of parallel parking layout).

- = = _

O

1-.
=

""H‘?’“& ’f~

Farking spaces sei
at 30 degroe anghe

"

[y

arress cirhas anmn

Spaca available
for o wide, grooen

a&aﬁa&mﬁ

median

- Large planting is-
AN Ay Ay e
Y o . 0% o Spaces
e e e = EC shade for cans &
pedesrians

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e B B e e B e e e e S

Clavia Main Seeeet 'ql'rrﬂ"lf.-rj'rrlmmﬂrd:rf Masver Tl

|.1



Streetscape “Qesign — Conceptual Master “Flan
b e e e e A e B e e e e e e e T e T e B e e e e e e b e B e A e e T e e e e e R e e e e e e e o T e T ”

Incorporatng the goals expressad by the City of
Clovis and the Downtown Revitalization Pro-
gram, the Strestscape Conceptual Master Plan
proposes a unying, welcorming, and
pedasirian-friendly strealtzcape. Within this
plan streeiscape elements would be used both
to tie together individual districts into a unified
downtown core and o make them distinct (see
illustration at right). These districts, comprised
of the government district with its associated
offices =at in a mixed usa setting, the entertain-
rment district with its theaters, restaurants, and
gathering & event spaces, and the railrcad dis-
trick with a vibrant mix of shops and restaurants
zet in a historical setting would be connected by
unifying streatscapa elemeanis such as sireat
treas, lighting, and site fumishings, but set apart
by the further development of their own unique
characteristics.

Specific strestscape improverments elements to
be utihzed in appropnale [Scations ihroughout
the plan incluce:

= “Gatewaye™ with welcoming signage and focal
poants est along a cantral axs guids and draw
ocal readants and visitars 1o the downtown dis-
trict (see ilustration at right)

= Specialty paving treatrment, such as brick pavers
and/or colored & patternad concrate, at intersec-
tons and “gateways” establish clear pedesirian
zones and help e the district together visually

=  Paving improvemesnts will alzo include ADA
compliant ramps and access at all intersections
and croasings

» Stresl-side shade treas babwaen parking and
siclewalk unify view down Main 5t., soften the
interface betweean the strest and adjacent build-
ingz, and create ample shade for pedesinans
and parked cars.

=  Specialtty paving details such as bnck paving
stripa along sidewalks will clearly defineate pe-
desatnan zonsa, updats & beauty appearance of
axshng sicewalks, provide a fesabde ulibty-way 1o
provide poaer o mew stresd Ighting, and o
an opportunity to even out muli-lovel sidewalks

& Accant planings, such omarmeantal treea and
shrubs, evargrean treas and snnubs, Qraosss,
fowering perennials and annuals, in medians,
planters, and hanging baskets add color, sea-
scnal interast, and vizual punch

s Pedestnan scale light fixtures (with bar attach-
ments for hanging planters, banners, and/for
saasonal decorations) enhance salety and add
character, charmm, and urity 1o strestacape
(hike updated watvcular lightng and signal stan-
dards would also greatly anhanca the siraat-
Scape, they are beyond the Scope of this plan.)

«  Appaaking aite furmnishings such as benches,
trash receplacies, planters, Newapaper racks, a
town clock, etc. enhance pedestrian zones, and
add character, charm, and unify tothe streest-
sCape

» Reduced angle dagonal parking spaces en-
hance ease of parking and create space for
large planier bads along the parking/sidewalk
edgs. Flanters will also help mitigate muti-keval
aidewalk msue, (Detalked design solution 1o be
devedoped n schermatic design phassa.)

s Wide planted medans wilh namowed traffic
lanas will anhance pedastinan comfort and
safety by slowing vehicles through the downiown
chatnct

« Informmational arnd direclicnal signags enhances
ihe pecesinan expananoe and acds characler
and charmm 1o sirealSCape.

Unifying Streetscape Destrict Connections
rg T AT &P
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Conaistent sireetscape elements such as planted
medians, pedesinan scale lighting, street frees
and site furnishings e Downtown's individual dis-
tricts together nto a unified whole while unique
elaments such as vanations in paving acoants,
signage, and so on allow each arga o retain its
own distinct character

Focal point elerment
setl on cenfral axis of
Main Street draws

attention and guides

_ visitors o Dovrtonsm
Gateway elerment
aat across ocentral

i1 | axis of Main Strest
i [ frames boundanes
! of Downtown core

L

Gateway elerment

i
Focal point
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Streetscape ‘Design — Conceptal Master “Plan
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Sat along the axis
of Main Street and
frarmed by a arch-
way or welcoming
signage, "gatewsay”
areas anchored by
focal poinis such as
sculpiure, fountains,
o even a decora-
tve town clock
could define the
boundaries of the |
downtown core.,

These gateway

areas can be ac-

cented wilh plant-

ing, lighting, and |
spacialty paving.

Specialty paving at crosswalks
emphasize pedesinan use

U

“Mitchell Street

ﬁle Street
[ 1M

A&t _,.,_;qﬁ Ehﬁ‘aﬂ . Angled pa.l_'l-:lng spaces allow for
==, large planting islands between

r- - . E parking spaces & sidewalk

5

T =6nsie

I a sirmilar manner,
Mersections along

hair Streat can ba
emphasized and

enfancas wilh H
pedesinan scale y
Ighting and
specialty paving ——

R

.
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¥ L-;' = _'

Street rees & j._
padestrian scale

larmpposts line 1
sidewalks —_—

Site furmishings :]

crosswalks increases visibility

such as banches, of pedestrian zones

trash receptacles.,
and flower-filled
planters placed in |
clusterad "nodes” |
along the sidewalks —
emphasize the
pedestrian-friendly
character of Clovis

and Main Straet

( Specialty paving at mid-block

Parking spaces sel

at a thirty degree

angle and fronted —
by large planted e
islands

Cretailed
yiews of
gateway
arsas

Wide medians
with shade freas
and accent irees
& plantings

MNarrow drive lanes
slow traffic through
pedesinan cnented
sireetscape

Gateway area with
focal point along
Main Street axis,
accent planbtngs, =
and welcoming/
directional signage

_ \itchell Street
File Street

Morth

']
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Materials — Taving
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The City of Clovis is known for its existing brick streets
It makes sense o enhance and builkd upon this unique
and charming feature One des gn option would be 1o
pave the sidewalks entirely in a bnck that closely
maltches the iyvpe used on the street in order to create
a dramatic visual effect (as seenin A and B at nght)
However, entirely repaving all the sidewalks in the
Downtown core with brick may not be cost effective

In addition, unless the paving design also utilizes a
great deal of extra detailing, the resulting ook may
seem monotonous. |t also may be relatively difficult to
exactly match the existing brick color.

A more cost effectve and visually pleasing solution
wolld ba o add an 18"- 24" wide decorative strip of
brick paving along the street edge of the sidewalks (as : ey i
sean in G, D, and F}. The paving sinp could be installed - ' AL Rl 8 "
within the sidewalk fairly easily and inexpensively by ] ' : : = /
saw culling the existing concrete, More importantly, the ; = f

decorative strip could serve as an aftractive, but easy- i _— 2
access cover over a utiity ne trench for buned power ! - ".'
ines. For added visual "punch” colored and/or texiurad
concrate paving in tones that complerment bath the ex
isting & new brickwork could be used to highlight and
demarcate signihcant pedesinan areas at galeways,
pockat parks, and crosswalks (see E & )

[ A [
L s e
I = .
=

To avoid a visually jarming transition be-
tween the bnck sireets and the new bnck
detahng on the sidewalks, 1 B recom-
mended that no altempt be made 1o ex-
acthy match the existing brnck color, In-
stead, ullizing a ighter, complementary
color such as a light red (at top lefl) or a
contrasting color such as a medium tan
color {at bottom left) will serve to highlight
thie character of the existing brickwork

B R A B R A e A e A e T A e A e e B e e e e B A R e B A e e T T A B e R R B B e e A e e R A B e e A e e T T ]
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Suggested street trees and
omamental accent trees
include the folowing:

Shade Trees / Street Trees

Lacebark ElmM

Texas Had Ualk

Live Oak

Honey Locust

Ashes (ArizonaModesio Ash,
Crean Ash )

Arnzona Ash

Accent Trees
(For Medians &
Larger Islands)

Evergreens:
Austnan Pine
Yaupon Holly

= Spring Flowering [/ Fail
Color:
Flowerng Hawthom
Bradford Pear

«  Summer Flowering:
Desert Willow

+ Other:

MNew Mexico Olive
Bradicrd Pear
(Spring & Fall)

MNew hMexico Olve

(Spring & Fall)

e e B S e M e B e S S M S S S e S S S e T T e e T e S e S e e S S Fe T S e S e S B S MR e S e B B B S N S B S S M S S
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Suggested plants
for medians, parking
islands, and planters
inciude the following
shrubs, perennmials
and grasses:

Mugu Firs

Shrubs

Apache Flurme
Turpentine Bush
Mugo Pine
Beargrass

ARF Rosemary
Hed Yucca
Soapwead Yucca

Beargrass

Perennials
Hummingbird Plant
'Moonshine” Yamowe
Sedurn

Lavender
Black-Eyved Susan
Chermy Sage

Black-Eyed Susan

Charmy Sage

Turfgrass

Fescue

Barmuda
FesouasBarmuda hix

Feacua Grass

) ik 4 g i T,
L o \.‘-_lF."ll'\.l

Barmucia Grass
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Site “Furnishings — “Benches & Trash “‘Receptacles
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Well selected and sirategically placed site
furnishings are essenbal for a pedestian
criented sireetscape. Their presence creates
a welcoming, finished look. Benches placed
along the streetscape in welcoming seating
node (as ilustrated balow), invite visitors to
sit, relax, and anjoy the Downtown experi-
ance, while convenience items such as trash
receptacles, drinking fountains, newspapear
dizpansears, a clock, eto. show that the City

of Clovis cares about its own appearance as
wall as the neads o peaegsinans

":;I,Jr':_]r“'h'v” site furrsh ngs
nciude t Flainwell” bench
and trash FI?CE-ICI‘.EIL'I_'- by Land-
acape Forms (in black and
wiood as showwn at rrl"\-t, TI"'lT_r
daesign is classic enough 1o
reflect the histone character of
the Downtown, but their more
modem, cunving lines are also
rerminiscent of the elegance of
Ssouthwestern Art Deco style
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MNew pedesirian scale lamp standards,
in a style that reflects the distnct’'s his-
torc character, will give the Downtown
a unified and finished look. Rows of
attractive lamp posts and street trees
draw the eye through the length of the
stireetacape (see A at right, help pe-
destrians feel more connected to the
land=cape, and provide an opporfunity
to truly highlight the character of the
Downtown. By adding attachment
bars for hanging banners (B) or bas-
kets full of colorful flowers (C), the City
can usa lhe lamp standards to "dress
up” the Downtown by season or for
events, Including matching directional
signage or safety features such as bol-
lards at intersections and mid-block
crossings can further enhance the
sirestscape’s charm and padesirian
focus (D).

Suggested lamp standard styles in-
clude two styles By Sun Valley Lighting
The first, a more classic Art Deco style,
reflects the elegant lines, omamenta-
tion and attention to detaill of the early
Art Deco era (E & F). This style in either
a post (E) or double arm (F) forrmat
would blend well with the historic char-
acter of Downtown Clovis and truly add
significant charm. The second style
reflects the cleaner, curving lines of the
Late Art Deco style (G & H). In either
the single or double arm format or a
combination of both, this style would
add some fun, funky character.
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enhance the Downlown's sireetscape

n a number of ways. First, they can
provide a buffer zone between vehicular
and pedesinan areas and clearly deline-
ate the boundarnesz of each space whila
providing beauty and utility, Suggested
materials include forrmed, colored con
crete as seen in A & B (at nght), brick
as saen in E & F {far right), or a comikbi
nation of concrete and brick (D, boltom
ngnt)

Planted median © and islands planters
ocalteq at the ana of proposad diagonal

arking spaces and N ourb exiensions
[ iNnfersections, also provige an exce|-
ernt appartunity for adding graan and

shacy character o the Downtown,
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